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1. What we stand for  

 

 

 

 

 

 



2. A message from our election candidates 

“We love our home town, but we know this borough could be so much better.  

“We live in one of the wealthiest nations in the world, but from a St Helens vantage point you 

wouldn’t know it. Wealth isn’t being shared fairly.  

“The result is local communities scarred by inequalities of power and wealth, and an environment 

plundered of resources and damaged by pollution. Look around St Helens and you’ll see just how 

out of touch this government is.    

“Nobody we have spoken to in recent weeks seriously believes that we are ‘all in this together’. 

Those with power and wealth have done very well out of austerity. The richest 1% of Britons are 

as wealthy as our poorest 54%. In fact, this 1% grabs more than anywhere else in Europe.     

“The main parties have maintained a system that concentrates power, influence and money in the 

hands of a privileged few, leaving the rest of us to suffer at the hands of the coalition’s cruel 

austerity agenda.  

“It’s a harsh reality, but if the main parties really wanted to deliver a better deal for places like St 

Helens, if they really wanted to tackle key issues such as inequality, deprivation, health and 

housing, they’d have done so by now.   

“The fact is that too many people and too many places in our borough have been abandoned by 

the ‘established’ parties with their ‘business-as-usual’ politics. Just look at our food banks, the 

public sector jobs and services being slashed, the zero-hours contracts and the brutal welfare 

cuts.  

“For the sake of St Helens, for the future of our country, we have to break the stranglehold of the 

established parties. That’s why we want to give local voters real choice at the ballot box: a choice 

between those who govern on behalf of vested interests and a party that wants to make sure that 

everyone gets a fair share. That’s why we joined the Green Party and why we want to work for a 

fairer future for St Helens. 

 “It’s time for change in St Helens, for fresh start and a new beginning. We need a borough with an 

exciting future as well as a proud past. A place where people and communities really do come 

first, not political parties or self-serving individuals.  

“Change will come at a price – but at a price we can afford. Rest assured, our manifesto £adds up.   

“It focuses on a commitment to restoring and extending public services, and tackling climate 

change – the greatest challenge of our time. It seems only the Greens are determined enough and 

brave enough to get serious about climate change.  



“While others refuse to act or bury their heads in the sand, the Green Party would invest up to 

£80billion over the next Parliament in renewable generation and energy efficiency. Real action on 

climate change will create jobs, reduce energy bills and make life better for ordinary people. 

“The Green Party stands for a fair economy that works for all. We will end austerity and restore the 

public sector, creating over one million good jobs that pay the Living Wage. We will introduce a 

Wealth Tax on the top 1%, a ‘Robin Hood Tax’ on the banks and crack down on tax dodging to 

raise £75billion a year by 2019. 

“We will take back our health service by reversing the creeping privatisation of our NHS and 

increasing health spending by £12billion a year. Healthcare must be publicly funded and free at 

the point of use. 

Some of what we propose will be balanced against money that should not be wasted on out-of-

date weapons systems such as Trident or vanity projects such as HS2. 

 “But if you want real change, you have to vote for it. On 7th May we are asking voters to be 

courageous, to vote for what they believe, to vote for the common good and be part of a peaceful 

political revolution.”  

 

James Chan, Parliamentary candidate for St Helens South & Whiston    

Elizabeth Ward, Parliamentary candidate for St Helens North  

Francis Williams, St Helens Council candidate, Town Centre ward    

   

 

 

 

 

 



3. Policies for the Common Good 

Imagine a world of efficient and welcoming public services, co-ordinated action on climate change, 

equality, workers’ rights, an economy that works for people and planet at a human scale, 

restorative justice and real care for the future, including young people now.   

Imagine a world in which we protect the planet, its land and its oceans, and the plants, animals 

and people that live on it.   

Imagine a world of security for all, of social security as opportunity not dependency, of lives lived 

more locally, with services close to where people need them and connected by affordable, energy-

efficient public transport.   

Imagine a government that believes in society, in our common humanity, in a culture of hope, and 

in our capacity to govern ourselves. Imagine a government that believes in the common good, and 

that the best way of achieving it is by working for each other, rather than against each other. 

Imagine honest government.  

This is the world the Green Party wants – and it happens to be the world that most of us want. 

Because when people are asked to vote for policies rather than parties or personalities, Green 

policies consistently come out on top. 

So what are those policies? And how do they relate to St Helens?  

Our major policies are as follows.  

 End privatisation in the health service, provide proper funding and free social care for the 

elderly, creating altogether 400,000 good jobs and combatting the loneliness of old age.  

 Let teachers teach in properly funded, democratically controlled schools, end SATS, league 

tables and academies and introduce free early education and childcare, creating 250,000 

good jobs.  

 Build 500,000 social homes for rent over the five year Parliament, control excessive rents 

and achieve house price stability.  

 Make achieving international agreement on limiting climate change to within 2 degrees of 

warming a major foreign policy priority.  

 Increase public spending to almost half of national income.  

 Make the very wealthy pay more; require the top 1% to contribute 2% of their wealth for the 

common good each year.  

 Make the minimum wage a living wage for all, with a target of £10 per hour by 2020.  



 Create jobs and help small business by abolishing Employers’ National Insurance. 

 Eliminate fuel poverty.  

 Bring rail back into public ownership.  

 Ensure respect for everyone whatever their ethnicity, gender, age, religious belief or non-

belief, sexual orientation, class, size, disability or other status.  

 Invest in a £85bn public programme of renewable electricity generation, flood defences and 

building insulation creating more than 250,000 good jobs.  

 Support local sustainable agriculture, respect animals and wild places.  

 Cut emissions by providing cheaper public transport, and encouraging cycling and walking.   

 Reform the benefit system. End workfare and sanctions. Double Child Benefit and pay a 

pension people can live on.  In the longer term unite tax and benefits in a Basic Income 

system covering everyone.  

 Fund local government adequately (creating another 250,000 good jobs) and set 

democratically elected local authorities free to decide how to run education, health, public 

transport and other local services and raise local taxes.  

 Respect immigrants for the contribution they make and control immigration fairly.   

 Decommission Trident and promote peacemaking. Instead of wasting tens of billions of 

pounds on useless weapon systems like this, we should invest in effective special forces 

and intelligence to deal with rogue states and terrorist groups like ISIS. And we absolutely 

need to take better care of our veterans. No one who has risked their life for us should have 

to worry about their health care or about making ends meet.  

 

 

 

4. A Greener St Helens 

In St Helens we face three connected crises:  

 an unstable, unsustainable economy that damages our lifestyles and livelihoods, and 

ravages our town centres and countryside;   

 Victorian levels of poverty and inequality, meaning that some parts of our borough rank 

among the most deprived areas in the country; and  



 a political system that has undermined peoples’ faith in even the possibility of change, with 

‘safe’ seats ignored, local ward committees and face-to-face consultation scrapped, 

electors taken for granted, and a council that does not ask for local opinion and does not 

listen. 

 

I. Economy and austerity - Green growth, green jobs, real prospects 

St Helens people didn’t cause the financial crash of 2008, but we are paying the price.  

The coalition is the first government since the 1920s that has delivered falling living standards. 

Local households are, on average, £1,600 a year worse off than they were in 2010.  

Too many people in St Helens, whether in or out of work, are struggling to get by. Household bills 

continue to rise, while wages stagnate and welfare cuts hit those already on the lowest incomes.  

In addition, the cruel Bedroom Tax has hammered and humiliated hundreds of St Helens 

households.  

Many families are forced into the hands of loan sharks and high street predators promising quick 

fixes that turn into living nightmares.   

The government’s misguided austerity programme is leading to social devastation and is 

economically illiterate.   

27% of people have registered as self-employed because they can’t get better work.  

Many new jobs are insecure, poorly-paid and with contracts that favour the employer over the 

employee.  

The young in particular suffer, with one in three young workers now on low pay.  

So imagine instead a borough of sustainable prosperity for all – one in which secure, satisfying, 

decently-paid jobs are the norm and where the power to create money is taken out of private 

hands and democratised for public benefit. Imagine going to a People’s Bank, confident that it is 

working for you rather than its shareholders.   

Imagine that you and everyone else is being taxed with fairness and sustainability in mind, and 

that tax is actually collected. Imagine working in a more mixed and localized economy.  Imagine a 

revival of workers’ rights and vibrant Trade Unions.   

Imagine knowing that almost half of national income is spent on the common good – on the ties 

that bind us together – rather than on paying down debts you didn’t cause.   



This is the common wealth we create by working together, sharing the fruits of our work fairly, and 

building the infrastructure of our common life. Right now, society is too unequal, too much valuable 

work goes unrecognized, and our infrastructure is not fit for a common and sustainable life. The 

Green Party’s proposals will make for a fairer and more sustainable society. 

In St Helens, Greens will:  

 seek to put Pilkington’s – and its redundant production lines – at the heart of a national 

scheme to fight fuel poverty through a mass programme to weather-proof our homes;  

 create a poverty fighting fund to help the most vulnerable families escape the clutches of 

loan sharks and similar creditors, and sign up instead with local credit unions offering low-

cost loans and financial stability;   

 extend large-scale, job-creating home programmes like home insulation and solar power 

schemes that fight fuel poverty, create jobs and cut carbon;  

 rebuild the local economy by working with public and private partners, co-operatives and 

communities to transform our economy and create lasting jobs; 

 enhance St Helens town centre by introducing a raft of improvement measures within a 

one mile radius of St Helens town centre, taking urgent steps to address its concrete 

jungle’ image and creating instead a ‘garden city’. We want to bring visitors in to St 

Helens, not turn them away;  

 extend support for modern apprenticeships;  

 ensure that more public sector contracts go to small local businesses – and we will not do 

business with any bank that does not support small businesses; 

 develop opportunities to invest in workforce training, renewable energy, public transport, 

insulation, social housing, organic farming and waste management;  

 encourage people to start their own co-operatively-owned enterprises, and look to make 

available derelict and vacant properties for business start-ups;  

 support small firms, which are more embedded in local communities and provide less 

opportunity for creating huge disparities of income and wealth; and   

 encourage cooperatives by granting employees the legal right in certain circumstances to 

buy out their companies (funded by the Green Investment Bank) and turn them into 

cooperatives.  

 



II. Parkside – let’s make this a win-win for Newton-le-Willows  

St Helens Green Party supports, in principle, some redevelopment of the former Parkside 

Colliery.  

However, we have grave concerns over St Helens Council’s financial backing for a large-scale 

project that lacks transparency and threatens the local environment. We believe too that job 

creation forecasts are over-estimated and that there are no guarantees that local people will 

get any of them.    

Our suggestions below would leave the A49 virtually unaffected throughout construction and 

operation.  

 A rail head should be built first, so construction can rely on rail as much as road.  

 Road-based construction traffic should not enter from the A49, but from the A573 Parkside 

Road only, via existing rail-side access under the M6.  

 Access to the site from the A49 should be limited to buses travelling via Newton-le-Willows 

station.  

 The final site design needs a dedicated junction between Parkside and the M6, excluding 

through traffic to the A49.  

 Efficient site design and strict rules stopping trucks from idling in neutral could keep 

Parkside’s CO² footprint to a minimum.  

In addition, we call for: 

 the west and south of the site to remain green belt, perhaps becoming part of the Mersey 

Forest, helping preserve open space for the public and shielding the community from 

construction and operational disturbance;  

 targeted tree planting to progressively block sound and light pollution and absorb CO²; and  

 sensitive down-lighting and sound-insulating barriers to further shield the site.  

 

 

III. Public transport – “no” to London’s high speed rail, “yes” to real 

investment locally 

A Green council will campaign for real investment in public transport locally – investment that 

benefits local people, businesses and communities here and now.  



For 50 years, St Helens has been side-lined and forgotten in transport terms; 40 years under 

MerseyTravel have been wasted years.  

Yet St Helens Labour happily supports proposals for a national High Speed Rail route that will 

cost every household in the borough at least £1,500, but pays only lip service to the real needs 

of local residents. The council’s existing proposals for improvements are half-hearted at best 

and stand little or no chance of being realised.   

We will:  

 make a proper businesses case for rebuilding the St Helens Central-St Helens Junction 

railway line, in conjunction with a new cross-modal station at Carr Mill. This will link St 

Helens to as many as eight new destinations, and link the north and south of the town. 

Unlike before, this will be underpinned by proper businesses cases to give them a chance 

of success. Click here for more details;  

 seek the reinstatement of the popular electric shuttle buses that connect St Helens town 

centre, retail park and supermarkets;  

 look again at the town centre's one-way system with a view to re-opening the semi-

redundant Chalon Way and enabling easier access to St Helens Central;  

 bring forward a range of measures to support cyclists, such as better cycle parking at bus 

and rail stations, cycle training in schools and the promotion of existing safe cycle routes;   

 push for reregulation of bus services;  

 introduce a maximum speed of 20 mph in all residential areas, with a 10mph limit in new 

developments;  

 introduce a network of dedicated footways and cycleways which link together and do not 

force pedestrians and cyclists to share with cars;  

 push for more safe walking and cycling routes to schools and workplaces, and oppose any 

more out-of-town developments which will generate even more traffic; and  

 bring forward a range of measures to support cyclists, such as better cycle parking at bus 

and rail stations, cycle training in schools and the promotion of existing safe cycle routes.  

 

 

IV. Health and wellbeing – a health service for the many, not a wealth service for the few 

http://sthelens.greenparty.org.uk/assets/images/local_parties/sthelens/Putting%20St%20Helens%20on%20the%20rail%20map.pdf


The coalition government has failed to increase NHS funding to keep up with inflation and failed to 

meet increasing demand on our health service. The coalition has continued ‘efficiency savings’, 

with the money diverted into the cost of reorganisation (£3billion) and profits for private companies 

who have won a third of NHS contracts. 

All the other parties have encouraged this marketisation and privatisation of health provision, 

leading to: 

 a fragmentation of services, with patients falling into gaps between providers and poor 

communication between clinicians;  

 the outsourcing of services, with companies cutting corners to win contracts;  

 the cherry-picking of profitable treatments by private providers, leaving the NHS to 

provide treatments that are not properly funded; and  

 a massive increase in NHS administration costs.  

Waiting times are up; ambulance response times are down. A&E departments are creaking; 

hospital beds are disappearing.   

We believe that the NHS should be publicly funded and publicly run. We will continue to fight 

against the market-driven destruction of the NHS. Local people, patients and community care will 

come before privatisation and profit. 

In St Helens, Greens will:  

 work to ensure local democratic control of health services;  

 seek ways to buy out existing PFI contracts that have saddled St Helens and Whiston 

hospitals, and future generations of local taxpayers, with debts worth £millions;  

 improve access to mental health services; and 

 look to provide accessible, local community health centres that provide a wide range of 

services, including out-of-hours care.  

 

V. Education 

There’s been a 200% increase in infants taught in classes of thirty or more pupils under the 

coalition government.  

University tuition fees, introduced by Labour, have increased to £9,000 per year.  



Education maintenance allowances, which helped the poorest continue in education, have been 

scrapped.  

Precious funding has been diverted away from state schools to pay for the government’s 

ideologically-driven ‘free schools’ project.  

Credit should go to the previous Labour government for its SureStart children’s centres, but more 

than 500 have now closed due to the government’s failed austerity programme.   

The Green Party believes that children are over-assessed and teachers are over-regulated. 

Teachers feel undervalued and their professionalism is undermined by a strict curriculum. 

Teaching to the test is not satisfying teaching – and it’s boring for students,  

The Green Party believes that education is vital to the national interest and should be free for 

everyone up to and including university or equivalent. And we are determined to make schools fit 

for children rather than the other way round.      

In St Helens, Greens will:  

 radically address St Helens Council’s poor record on managing secondary education 

within the borough;  

 seek to restore democratic accountability in education, give an improved council 

administration a key role in planning and admissions policy and ensure equality of access 

for children with special needs;  

 leave the council to decide how much to allocate to current spending and how much to 

capital projects; and   

 seek to integrate academies into the local authority system.    

 

VI. St Helens town centre – a Green Mile  

With its over-reliance on fast food joints, bars, pound stores and charity shops, few would deny 

that St Helens town centre is experiencing a worrying decline. 

St Helens Green Party proposes: 

 local policies that promote and support local investment e.g. policies that allow shopping 

units to be made available on a wider tenure for local start-up shops and businesses;  

 action against absentee landlords and developers who block improvements and whose 

properties blight the town;   



 measures to improve St Helens’s ‘concrete jungle’ image:  

o demolition of the town centre’s worst eyesores;  

o external enhancements to remaining concrete structures, such as ‘vertical gardens’ 

to conceal ugly facades;  

o a mini-parkland in Church Square, more in keeping with the parish church itself, and 

sensitive to weddings and funerals;  

o re-acquire (Aldi development excepted), the largely-derelict and degraded St 

Thomas’s site for the benefit of the local community and businesses. Options include 

a public park, wildflower meadow, allotments and a small overflow car park for Royal 

Mail use;  

 seek to make the St Helens Canal a major town centre attraction by working with volunteers 

and adjacent businesses to enhance the stretch from The Range to Parr Street, and 

Corporation Street to Merton Bank Road. In the long term, a Green St Helens Council 

would look to restore the entire town centre stretch as an inland marina and visitor 

destination;   

 a greener Victoria Square; and  

 re-introducing the farmers’ market. 

 

VII. Planet earth, planet St Helens – cleaner, greener, safer 

We only have one planet – and we are slowly but surely destroying it.  

 We have lost half the wild animals on earth in the past 40 years.  

 We lose between 200 and 100,000 species every year – somewhere between 1,000 and 

10,000 times faster than the natural extinction rate.    

 We are causing a ‘sixth extinction’. The other five occurred naturally. This one is down to 

us.  

 We have increased CO² concentrations from a pre-industrial 280 parts per million (ppm) to 

about 400 ppm.  

 Global temperatures are due to rise between 1.5 C° and 4.8 C° by 2100. And that’s just 

the internationally-agreed range without feedback effects.  Many experts are predicting 

rises as high as 6C°. 



 UK bio-diversity is threatened by development and agricultural practices such as intensive 

farming, the draining of wetlands, the deforesting of hills and the manicuring of golf 

courses. 

 Genetic selection is causing endemic health and welfare problems in domestic and farmed 

animals. 

 Animal experimentation is still routine; millions of animals suffer pain and death every year 

in the UK. 

 Overfishing is devastating marine ecosystems. 

In St Helens, Greens will:  

 lead from the front on climate change by making St Helens Council a carbon neutral 

council;  

 cut emissions by providing cheaper public transport, and encouraging cycling and walking;  

 support local sustainable agriculture, respect animals and wild places, and map local 

ecological networks;  

 support preservation of our historic environment – at least what’s left of it;   

 raise minimum standards by taking a zero tolerance approach to litter, fly-tipping and dog 

fouling;   

 increase recycling rates and taking action against householders who refuse to recycle;  

 secure the future of the vital ranger service;  

 protect and enhance the borough’s natural environment and green spaces by creating 

‘green corridors’ across the borough – urban ‘wildways’ that allow children and families to 

get around by foot or bicycle, away from busy road traffic;  

 fight to protect the Green Belt; 

 cut grassed areas less often, saving money for essential services and allowing wildflowers 

to colour our borough, increase pollination and help reduce the decline of bees;  

 reduce the use of harmful pesticides across the borough;  

 make allotments, play spaces, orchards, ‘fruity corners', community woodlands and 

wildflower meadows essential features of any major development, rather than simply 

concreting over the countryside or building metal boxes on it; 



 work with local residents and community groups to identify what can be done to improve 

long-neglected public parks for the benefit of the whole community. For example, we 

believe that Queen’s Park’s long-buried brook, which runs from Dilloway Street to 

Boundary Road, should be reinstated with reed beds and wildflowers introduced to 

encourage wildlife. Similar schemes elsewhere, such as Ladywell Park in Catford, London, 

have transformed local parklands;  

 work with Network Rail to identify eyesores and introduce environmental improvements 

around the approaches to St Helens Central, Earlestown and other stations;  

 ensure that there are allotments available to those who want them – especially if they do 

not have gardens. The current 18 month wait list is unacceptable;  

 with its wealth of flora and fauna, the Burgies is one of the town’s greatest assets, and 

should be acknowledges as such. Protection should be set in stone, and the area around 

enhanced and made more accessible to visitors. Developers, such as the company now 

building on the former rugby pitches at City Road, must contribute to the protection and 

enhancement of green spaces such as this;  

 use the fantastic restoration work at Victoria Park as the spur for an extended eco-park 

north of St Helens town centre. The former St Helens Ford site in City Road could form 

part of an extended Cabbage Hall allotment site and play area for the Hard Lane estate, 

rather than become another St Thomas’s Square; and 

 take urgent steps to protect and develop yet another at-risk local heritage: the former 

Cannington Shaw No.7 Bottle Shop adjacent to Tesco – an important aspect of the town’s 

glass-making tradition.       

 

VIII. Energy – fighting fracking, bringing down bills 

We all use energy. It keeps our houses warm, powers much of our transport and home 

appliances, and cooks our food.  Our lives depend on it and it takes up a large part of our 

spending – especially if we are poor.   

Too many people suffer fuel poverty and energy bills have soared by more than a third since 2010.  

And we all get a bad deal on energy. When wholesale prices go up, the prices for domestic 

electricity and at the pumps go up rapidly.  When wholesale prices go down, the retail prices seem 

to stick. The big energy companies make huge profits but do not serve the common good.   

http://www.lewisham.gov.uk/inmyarea/regeneration/improvements-to-parks/Pages/ladywell-fields.aspx


We need to put this right and ensure: 

 Everyone should be able to cook and keep warm. 

 We should be charged for what we use, and not be penalized for using less. 

 We should not be cut off or be forced to use pre-payment meters.  

But energy supply and use are closely connected with climate change and some ways of getting 

energy, such as nuclear power or fracking, pose other unacceptable risks. So we have to build an 

energy supply system that meets our basic needs, but which does not damage the earth. 

In St Helens, Greens will: 

 develop a retrofit insulation programme, designed to insulate thousands of homes;   

 ensure that all new homes are built to ‘Passivhaus’ standards, with tenants given the right 

to require landlords to achieve improvements in energy efficiency;  

 introduce communal heating schemes, for example using waste heat from industrial 

sources;  

 work with financial institutions and local communities to develop investment frameworks for 

supporting longer term energy efficiency programmes;  

 encourage community or municipally owned, or cooperative not for profit organisations to 

generate and supply electricity at the retail level; and 

 say “no” to government bribes and “yes” to helping residents in Sutton, Newton-le-Willows 

and Bold fight fracking.  

 

IX. Housing - decent, affordable, available     

The housing market is characterised by chaos and unfairness. A misplaced faith in the market as 

the way to meet housing needs means that too often prices reflect a desire to make an investment 

rather than to buy a place to live.  

In some parts of St Helens houses prices have risen faster than inflation; on other parts they have 

sunk like as stone.  

A lack of investment in public housing for at least 20 years, following right to buy and restrictions 

on what local authorities can do, has made the situation worse.  

And in the privately rented sector, all too often people have insecurity of tenure and are being 

charged extortionate rents for unsatisfactory housing. 



In St Helens, Greens will: 

 build better housing. We will aim to ensure that ALL homes, in all sectors, are decent, 

affordable and available;   

 promote more long-term social housing – homes that are mixed in with private estates 

providing genuine choice.  

 bring empty buildings back into use by extending the use of Empty Dwelling 

Management Orders/Empty Property Use Orders;    

 use ‘right to rent’ agreements, under which the council can help those in difficulty with 

their mortgages to rent their home instead); and 

 build hundreds of social rented homes to high sustainability standards.   

 

X. Government and democracy – restoration time  

Imagine being part of another kind of coalition. Not the grubby one the Westminster one that 

ignores the needs of real working class communities and has handed democracy over to the 

private sector, but one made up of elected politicians determined to govern for the common good: 

a revitalized local government; a regulated private sector; the third sector and non-profits – and 

you.  

Imagine a voting system in which your vote actually counts. Imagine more decisions being taken 

where they really matter: locally.  

Imagine going to your reopened public library, strolling round your well-tended local park, taking 

your child to a school brought back under local authority control, and visiting an elderly relative in a 

local authority care home staffed by trained and well-paid carers. Imagine the end of cronyism, 

corruption and the ‘Westminster bubble’.  

We’ll bring power away from the town hall and closer to communities across the borough by 

restoring the ward committees scrapped by Labour. Under a Green council, they would continue to 

work with all parties and partners, and listen to local people for the benefit of neighbourhoods 

across the borough. 

In St Helens, Greens will: 

 benefit from a ‘once and for all’ £10bn pa uplift in local authority budgets to allow local 

authorities to restore essential local services, creating more than 200,000 local jobs;  



 ensure that grant funding is sufficient to pay for all statutory services the council is 

required to provide;  

 allow the council to levy new local taxes, such as empty homes levies and supermarket 

taxes, and set rates for and keep part or all of some taxes collected locally;  

 give the council the freedom to set local fines, fees and charges;  

 restore council control over education and extend it to healthcare, with full delegation of 

the appropriate budgets;  

 allow the council to run local public transport and other local services like domestic and 

commercial waste disposal, community energy schemes and local food production 

entirely as local people wish, including using publicly owned and run services, and 

employing social enterprise and voluntary sector organisations;  

 keep trade local by allowing the council to favour local procurement to help their local 

economy;  

 allow the council to prevent changes of use for important community facilities such as 

local shops, pubs and meeting halls;  

 give local authorities planning powers to support local shops  and businesses through 

planning policies including business conservation areas, ensuring basic shops are 

available within walking distance in all urban areas, restricting the number of [betting 

shops] and payday lenders and restricting the power of supermarkets;  

 review of the three councillors per ward policy;  

 review of the current election cycle, which sees poorly supported local elections in three 

out of every four years at an estimated cost of £100,000 per year.   

 take power away from the town hall and closer to communities across the borough; and  

 scrutinise the business case for Merseyside/Liverpool City Region. If it doesn’t stack up, 

we’ll seek to take St Helens out.    

Remember! To get change you have to vote for it. 

Stand up for St Helens and vote Green on 7th May.  


